
KARAOKE PROVES BIG HITAfter initial organisational troubles, last night  

saw Chinese students finally treating their Brit-

ish counterparts to a night of Karaoke, albeit in  

an unnatural library setting.In typical British fashion, the Coventry 
students and staff were worried about mak-

ing fools of themselves but after encour-
agement by both Chinese students and 
local lager, these worries were soon 
quashed.

The eclectic ‘East meets West’ 
playlist proved successful with 
both sets of students, with songs 
ranging from traditional Chinese 
ballads to radio-friendly rock.

Karaoke, or KTV, is very 
popular in China. ZUMC student and avid Karaoke fan Mei Hang said, “At first we felt nervous, but eventually everybody became excited. The language and cul-ture is so different, but we sang and felt comfortable together as we both had the same ideas about 
music.”

VOLCANIC ASH 

CAUSES MAYHEM

Thousands of flights in the UK and Europe have been cancelled until at least 

7am BST because ash and debris fro
m an Icelandic volcano is at risk of dam-

aging plane engines.

The eruption occurred in the Eyjafjallajoekull area and sent giant clouds 

of sand, ash and glass into the atmosphere.

Those with a long memory may recall the story of a British
 Airways 

jumbo jet having to close down all four engines in 1982 as it flew 

through an ash cloud.

One disgruntled traveller was Barry Westfield of Croydon whose 

flight from Heathrow to Glasgow was cancelled: “They 

cancelled the flight and the only explanation we got 

was ‘Volcano’. The Wifi wasn’t working so we 

couldn’t get online. It w
as chaos.”

Coventry students will be delighted 

that they left the UK on Satur-

day though it is u
nknown 

whether the cloud will 

have cleared up 

for the return 

flight.
F1 

PREVIEW
The Formula One championship moved into 

Shanghai today with Felipe Massa looking  

to cement his marginal lead in the world 

championship.
The Brazilian has yet to win a race this 

year but leads team-mate Fernando Alonso 

and Red Bull’s Sebastian Vettel having 

taken two podiums and 39 points. Vettel 

will be hoping he can build on his lightning 

pace so far after taking a well-deserved 

win in Malaysia two weeks ago. 

First practice saw world champion Jen-

son Button topping the timing sheets with 

Nico Rosberg and Lewis Hamilton close 

behind. Fernando Alonso’s engine blow 

up was followed by a horrifying crash 

for Toro Rosso driver Sebastien Buemi 

as he speared into the barriers after both 

front wheels flew off.

Coventry students will be granted 

backstage access to the Grand Prix 

courtesy of Sauber with Alex Kersten 

and John O’Brien watching qualifying 

and Jason Craig and Victoria Howe 

attending on race day.

Jason Craig, editor of CUToday, 

said: “The prospect of being in the 

thick of the action during race day 

on Sunday promises to be something 

very special indeed. I could never 

imagine that my first taste of the 

competition would see me report-

ing from the very innards of the 

sport and it will be the perfect op-

portunity to make new contacts.”
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