
After an extensive meet ‘n’ greet session, accompanied by welcoming speeches by our very 
own John Mair and ZUMC Vice President Li Jun, the intergration into the Chinese way of life 
truly began.

First on the list of a fully packed itinerary was a tour of the on-
site Performance and Broadcast tower, a 22 storey, brightly 
coloured building dedicated not only to teaching, but  which 
also doubles as an active television production facility.    
Home to 17 recording studios, the tower is only one of 
two such buildings owned by the state in Hangzhou. 

As such,  it is regarded by many as a major 
commodity, not just to ZUMC, but to 
Hangzhou as a whole.

Next on the list , a trip to the ZUMC 
archives was on the cards. Located in the 

library, the archives display the history of 
the university, from its humble beginnings to 
its now flourishing present.

With such an informative day behind the 
students, there really was only one thing left 
to do; head out into the town of Zheijing 
for a few beers and chicken feet to really 
experience the social sides of this continually 
developing city. 

Mair Watch
Mair by name, extravert by nature, the 
‘Coventry Conversations’ founder and 
senior lecturer never fails to make a lasting 
impression. China of course is no exception, 
as John always manages to bring a smile 
to students and lecturers alike. Here is a 
roundup of his best moments so far:

Saturday 10th April: John and his 
legendary scarf make their colourful and 
first appearance.

Sunday, 11th: ‘Accidentally’ punches a 
student in the eye whilst pointing to a shop.

Monday, 12th: West meets East. 
John and Li Jun, vice president of 
international affairs, 
address the students and 
kick start the two week 
exchange.

Monday evening: Whilst out 
on the town, John leans into 
a candle and almost sets his 
infamous scarf alight. 

Luke Deakin

Coventry students 
arrive in Hangzhou

From China, with love
Two flights, one coach journey and some 36 
hours have seen a fleet of Coventry students 
arrive at destination China.

Jet lag and Facebook have been ignored 
and in their place is a relationship between 
ZUMC and Coventry that has cemented the 
already strong links these universities have 
with each other.

Although language differences have 
proven amusing to say the least, an array of 
international hand signals and hi-fives have 
broken these barriers to ensure an enjoyable 
first few days. 

Buzz will be following all the  events 
which will take place to make sure you never 
miss a beat. and to ensure that you enjoy 
these two weeks as much as we do.

In this special edition of Buzz, a new 
feature, ‘Mair watch’, should prove 
entertaining…

Alex Kersten

Coventry University and Zhejiang University of Media and Communications students 

Next days events: West Lake
Students will visit the beautiful West 
Lake in the historic centre of Hangzhou
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22-storey TV tower dominates ZUMC skyline




